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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

1 . Claims 22-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 

directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 22-24 are drawn to functional 

descriptive material NOT claimed as residing on a computer readable medium. MPEP 

2106.IV.B.1(a) (Functional Descriptive Material) states: 

"Data structures not claimed as embodied in a computer-readable medium are 
descriptive material per se and are not statutory because they are not capable of 
causing functional change in the computer." 

"Such claimed data structures do not define any structural or functional 
interrelationships between the data structure and other claimed aspects of the invention 
which permit the data structure's functionality to be realized." 

Also, refer to page 53 of the Interim Guideline. 

Claims 22-24, while defining a storage medium, do not define a "computer- 
readable medium" and is thus non-statutory for that reason. A storage medium can 
range from paper on which the program is written, to a program simply contemplated 
and memorized by a person. The examiner suggests amending the claim to state, "A 
computer-readable medium encoded with a computer program..." in order to make the 
claim statutory. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 14, 15, 19, 22 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Bobo U.S. Patent No. 6,350,066. 

With respect to claim 1, Bobo discloses a communication system (message 
storage and delivery system 10 in fig. 1) comprising: 

an image storing unit that stores image data (storing message data in col. 8, lines 
5-7) transmitted or received through facsimile communications (note that the message 
data is fax data in col. 7, lines 60-64); 

a page generating unit that generates a list page, the list page being a web page 
displaying a list of communication details associated with the image data transmitted or 
received through the facsimile communications (generating/displaying the list of faxes in 
thumbnail view in a webpage/HTML files in col. 10, lines 46-56 & col. 9, lines 39-50), the 
list of communication details including hyperlinks to the associated image data stored in 
the image storing unit (thumbnail view having the links to the corresponding pages in 
col. 10, lines 52-56); 

a page distributing unit that distributes via a network the list page generated by 
the page generating unit (system 1 0 distributing the browser page to the user computer 
for review in col. 8, lines 23-36); and 
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an access determining unit that determines whether to allow access to the image 
data associated with the communication details of the facsimile communication based 
on contents of the communication details (note that based on the intended recipient of 
the message in col. 8, line 7, the message is stored in the recipient's database/mailbox 
for allowing retrieval by the intended recipient in col. 8, lines 23-36), 

wherein the page generating unit generates the list page having the hyperlinks 
only to the image data for which the access determining unit allows access (the mailbox 
can be only accessed by the intended recipient using the password and ID in col. 8, 
lines 23-36). 

With respect to claim 2, Bobo discloses the communication system according 
to claim 1 , wherein the communication details include at least a transmission source 
and transmission destination of the image data (identifying the intended recipient in col. 
8, line 7 & displaying the sender information in fig. 7), and the access determining unit 
determines not to allow access to the image data when the transmission source or the 
transmission destination of the image data indicated by the communication details is a 
preselected transmission source or a preselected transmission destination (note that a 
particular user is not allowed to access/retrieve the fax data of other preselected user 
according to col. 8, lines 23-48). 

With respect to claim 4, Bobo discloses the communication system according 
to claim 1 , further comprising a second storage commanding unit that stores image data 
and communication details associated with the image data in the image storing unit 
when the image data is transmitted or received through facsimile communications (unit 
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for commanding to store the received fax in accordance with the intended recipient in 
col. 8, lines 5-7), wherein the access determining unit determines whether to allow 
access to the image data associated with the communication details based on the 
communication details stored in the image storing unit (the user's mailbox is accessed 
only to the intended recipient upon entering the ID and password in col. 8, lines 23-35). 

With respect to claim 5, Bobo discloses the communication system according 
to claim 4, wherein the second storage commanding unit stores the communication 
details associated with the image data for which the access determining unit determines 
to allow access in the image storing unit in a state capable of identifying that access is 
allowed (note that the recipient information in col. 8, line 7 and the sender information 
shown in fig. 7 are stored in MSDS 10 to allow access by the intended recipient in col. 
8, lines 23-36), and stores the communication details associated with the image data for 
which the access determining unit determines not to allow access in the image storing 
unit in a state capable of identifying that access is not allowed (note that the recipient 
information in col. 8, line 7 and the sender information shown in fig. 7 are stored in 
MSDS 10 even if unauthorized user is trying to access the information in col. 8, lines 23- 
36). 

With respect to claim 14, Bobo discloses a communication device (message 
storage and delivery system 10 in fig. 1) connected to and capable of performing data 
communications with a terminal device (communicating with PC 32 in fig. 1), the 
communication device comprising: 
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an image storing unit that stores image data (storing message data in col. 8, lines 
5-7) transmitted or received through facsimile communications (note that the message 
data is fax data in col. 7, lines 60-64); 

a page generating unit that generates a list page, the list page being a web page 
displaying a list of communication details associated with the image data transmitted or 
received through the facsimile communications (generating/displaying the list of faxes in 
thumbnail view in a webpage/HTML files in col. 10, lines 46-56 & col. 9, lines 39-50), the 
list of communication details including hyperlinks to the associated image data stored in 
the image storing unit (thumbnail view having the links to the corresponding pages in 
col. 10, lines 52-56); and 

an access determining unit that determines whether to allow access to the image 
data associated with the communication details of the facsimile communication based 
on contents of the communication details (note that based on the intended recipient of 
the message in col. 8, line 7, the message is stored in the recipient's database/mailbox 
for retrieval in col. 8, lines 23-36), wherein the page generating unit generates the list 
page having the hyperlinks only to the image data for which the access determining unit 
allows access (generated webpage only contains hyperlinks of the fax image data of the 
intended recipient in col. 8, lines 59-65). 

With respect to claim 15, Bobo discloses the communication device according 
to claim 14, wherein the communication details include at least a transmission source 
and transmission destination of the image data (identifying the intended recipient in col. 
8, line 7 & displaying the sender information in fig. 7), and the access determining unit 



Application/Control Number: 10/809,434 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2625 

determines not to allow access to the image data when the transmission source or the 
transmission destination of the image data indicated by the communication details is a 
preselected transmission source or a preselected transmission destination (note that a 
particular user is not allowed to access/retrieve the fax data of other preselected user 
according to col. 8, lines 23-48). 

With respect to claim 19, Bobo discloses a terminal device (message storage 
and delivery system 10 in fig. 1 ) connected to and capable of performing data 
communications with a communication device (communicating with PC 32 in fig. 1), the 
terminal device comprising: 

a page generating unit that generates a list page, the list page being a web page 
displaying a list of communication details associated with image data transmitted or 
received through facsimile communications (generating/displaying the list of faxes in 
thumbnail view in a webpage/HTML files in col. 10, lines 46-56 & col. 9, lines 39-50), the 
list of communication details including hyperlinks to the associated image data 
(thumbnail view having the links to the corresponding pages in col. 10, lines 52-56), 
wherein the page generating unit generates the list page having the hyperlinks only to 
the image data for which access is allowed (the mailbox can be only accessed by the 
intended recipient using the password and ID in col. 8, lines 23-36); and 

a page distributing unit that distributes via a network the list page generated by 
the page generating unit (system 10 distributing the browser page to the user computer 
for review in col. 8, lines 23-36). 
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With respect to claim 22, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 14, 
are applicable. 

With respect to claim 24, Bobo discloses a storage medium that stores a 
program for controlling a terminal device (message storage and delivery system 10 in 
fig. 1) connected to and capable of performing data communications with a 
communication device (communicating with PC 32 in fig. 1), the program comprising: 

a program of generating a first list page, the first list page being a web page 
displaying a list of communication details associated with image data transmitted or 
received through facsimile communications (generating/displaying the first list of faxes 
of user A in thumbnail view in a webpage/HTML files in col. 10, lines 46-56 & col. 9, 
lines 39-50), the list of communication details including hyperlinks to the associated 
image data (thumbnail view having the links to the corresponding pages in col. 10, lines 
52-56); 

a program of generating a second list page having the hyperlinks only to the 
image data for which access is allowed (generating the webpage having the fax list for 
user B who is allowed the access to view and retrieve his/her fax image in col. 10, lines 
46-56 & col. 9, lines 39-50); and 

a program of distributing via a network the second list page (system 10 
distributing the browser page to the user computer for review in col. 8, lines 23-36). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bobo in view of Thames et al. U.S. Patent Application Pub. No. 2003/0145281 
(hereinafter Thames). 

With respect to claim 7, Bobo discloses a communication system comprising a 
communication device (message storage and delivery system 10 in fig. 1) and a 
terminal device (PC 32 in fig. 1 ) connected to each other to be capable of performing 
data communications therebetween (communicating with each other via the network in 
fig. 1), wherein the communication device comprises: 

an image storing unit that stores image data (storing message data in col. 8, lines 
5-7) transmitted or received through facsimile communications (note that the message 
data is fax data in col. 7, lines 60-64); 

a page generating unit that generates a list page, the list page being a web page 
displaying a list of communication details associated with the image data transmitted or 
received through the facsimile communications (generating/displaying the list of faxes in 
thumbnail view in a webpage/HTML files in col. 10, lines 46-56 & col. 8, lines 23-36), the 
list of communication details including hyperlinks to the associated image data stored in 
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the image storing unit (thumbnail view having the links to the corresponding pages in 
col. 10, lines 52-56); and 

an access determining unit that determines whether to allow access to the image 
data associated with the communication details of the facsimile communication based 
on contents of the communication details (note that based on the intended recipient of 
the message in col. 8, line 7, the message is stored in the recipient's database/mailbox 
for retrieval in col. 8, lines 23-36), wherein the page generating unit generates the list 
page having the hyperlinks only to the image data for which the access determining unit 
allows access (generated webpage only contains hyperlinks of the fax image data of the 
intended recipient in col. 8, lines 59-65). 

Bobo, however, does not explicitly disclose the terminal device comprising a 
page distributing unit that distributes via a network that list page generated by the page 
generating unit. 

Thames discloses a display for displaying a webpage wherein the display 
includes a function for transmitting/distributing the displayed webpage via an email 
communication to other device (paragraph 957 & fig. 69A). Furthermore, the examiner 
notes that transmitting a displayed webpage via an email communication is well known 
in the Internet. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the PC 32 of Bobo to include the function of transmitting/distributing the 
displayed webpage (HTML) to another device via an email as taught by Thames. 
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The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to share the displayed 
webpage information with other user in the network. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious combine Bobo with Thames to obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 7. 

With respect to claim 8, Bobo discloses the communication system, wherein 
the communication details include at least a transmission source and transmission 
destination of the image data (identifying the intended recipient in col. 8, line 7 & 
displaying the sender information in fig. 7), and the access determining unit determines 
not to allow access to the image data when the transmission source or the transmission 
destination of the image data indicated by the communication details is a preselected 
transmission source or a preselected transmission destination (note that a particular 
user is not allowed to access/retrieve the fax data of other preselected user according to 
col. 8, lines 23-48). 

4. Claims 1 6-1 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Eguchi et al. U.S. Patent Application Pub. No. 2003/0117665 (hereinafter Eguchi) in 
view of Tanimoto U.S. Patent Application Pub. No. 2003/0103242. 

With respect to claim 16, Eguchi discloses a communication device (facsimile 
apparatus 1 in fig. 2) connected to and capable of data communications with a terminal 
device (archive terminal device 18 in fig. 2), the communication device comprising: 

a first storage commanding unit that stores image data transmitted or received 
through facsimile communications and communication details associated with the image 
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data in the terminal device (transmitting the image data and the communication detail to 
the archive terminal device in paragraph 113); and 

an access determining unit that determines whether to allow access to the image 
data associated with the communication details of the facsimile communication based 
on contents of the communication details (unit for determining whether to archive the 
image data for later access/retrieval based on the contents of communication details in 
S204-S207 in fig. 12), wherein the access determining unit determines whether to allow 
access to the image data when the image data is transmitted or received through 
facsimile communications (executing the S204-S207 in fig. 12), wherein the first 
storage commanding unit stores only the communication details in the terminal device 
when the access determining unit determines not to allow access based on the 
communication details (creating an email for storing the communication detail without 
the image data attached in paragraph 112) and stores the communication details and 
the associated image data in the terminal device when the access determining unit 
determines to allow access based on the communication details (creating the email for 
archiving the image with the communication details in the terminal device in paragraph 
113). 

Eguchi, however, does not explicitly disclose the communication device 
comprising an image storing unit for storing the image data and the communication 
details. 

Tanimoto discloses the communication device (facsimile apparatus 1 in fig. 11) 
comprising an image storing unit (archive device being placed in the facsimile apparatus 
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in fig. 1) for storing the image data and the communication details (paragraph 56 and 
fig. 3). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the facsimile apparatus of Eguchi to include the archive device as 
taught by Tanimoto. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to provide a facsimile 
apparatus for archiving the image data without requiring the LAN or other network 
archive device (paragraph 56 of Tanimoto). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Eguchi with Tanimoto to 
obtain the invention as specified in claim 16. 

With respect to claim 17, Tanimoto further discloses the communication device 
further comprising a second storage commanding unit that stores image data and 
communication details associated with the image data in the image storing unit when 
the image data is transmitted or received through facsimile communications (archive 
device being placed in the facsimile apparatus in fig. 1 for storing another image data 
and its communication details in paragraph 56 and fig. 3), 

wherein the access determining unit determines whether to allow access to the 
image data associated with the communication details based on the communication 
details stored in the image storing unit (note that facsimile apparatus accepts a 
specified document among the list shown in fig. 3 to either print, display or transfer in 
paragraph 45. Based on the document selected, the facsimile apparatus having the 
archive device as shown in fig. 1 1 allows the access to the document). 
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Also, referring to the drawings (fig. 1) of the current invention there is only one 
storage commanding unit that stores image data in the RAM 140. Therefore, the first 
and the second commanding units are construed as the same part. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the facsimile of Eguchi to include the access allowing device in order to 
retrieve the archived documents for printing or displaying (paragraph 45 of Tanimoto). 

With respect to claim 18, Eguchi further discloses the communication device 
according to claim 17, wherein the second storage commanding unit stores the 
communication details associated with the image data for which the access determining 
unit determines to allow access in the archive unit in a state capable of identifying that 
access is allowed, and stores the communication details associated with the image data 
for which the access determining unit determines not to allow access in the archive unit 
in a state capable of identifying that access is not allowed (as noted above, the 
communication details are archived regardless of the access conditions in paragraphs 
112 & 113). 

5. Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kida et 
al. U.S. Patent No. 5,293,253 (hereinafter Kida) in view of Oba et al. U.S. Patent No. 
6,072,599 (hereinafter Oba). 

With respect to claim 23, Kida discloses a storage medium that stores a 
program for controlling a communication device (receiving facsimile 21 in col. 9, line 66 
& fig. 1 1 ) connected to and capable of performing data communications with a terminal 
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device (transmitting facsimile transmitting facsimile data to the receiving facsimile 21), 
the program comprising: 

a program of storing image data transmitted or received through facsimile 
communications (it is inherent that the facsimile 21 includes a storage means for storing 
the received facsimile data for printing or viewing in step V4 in col. 1 0, lines 5-1 1 ); 

a program of storing image data transmitted or received through facsimile 
communications and communication details associated with the image data in an image 
storing unit provided in the communication device (inherently storing the station 
identification information for the comparison in step V3 in col. 10, lines 1-5 and storing 
the received facsimile data for printing or viewing in step V4 in col. 1 0, lines 5-1 1 ); 

a program of determining whether to allow access to the image data associated 
with the communication details of the facsimile communication based on contents of the 
communication details (analyzing the received station identification information for 
determining whether to allow the transmission/printing of the image data in col. 1 0, lines 
1-5); 

a program of storing only the communication details in the image storing unit 
when access is not allowed based on the contents of the communication details (note 
that only the station identification information of the rejected communication is stored for 
displaying or printing in col. 10, lines 20-35); and 

a program of storing the associated image data in the image storing unit when 
access is allowed based on the contents of the communication details (when it is 
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allowed the received fax data is stored for printing or viewing by the user in col. 5, lines 
11) . 

Kida, however, does not explicitly disclose that the image storing unit stores the 
communication details and the associated image data when access is allowed. 

Oba discloses a facsimile device for receiving a facsimile data and storing both 
the received facsimile data for printing and the communication details (the sender's 
phone number) for printing out the communication history (printing out the facsimile 
reception history including the stored identification of the called stations in fig. 20). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the facsimile of Kida to store both the received facsimile data for 
printing and the communication details as taught by Oba. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to print out the 
communication history including the sender's information. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Kida with Oba to obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 23. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 9-13 are allowed. 

7. Claims 3, 6, 20 and 21 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

The prior art of record do not teach or suggest a communication system 
comprising a communication device and a terminal device wherein the communication 
device comprises a first storage commanding unit for storing only the communication 
details in the image storing unit when the access determining unit determines not to 
allow access based on the communication details and storing the communication details 
and the associated image data in the storing unit when the access determining unit 
determines to allow access based on the communication details wherein a page 
generating unit generates the list having the hyperlinks only to the image data for which 
the access determining unit allows access as claimed in claim 3 and 9. 

Furthermore, the prior art of record do not teach or suggest the page distributing 
unit for distributing the first list page unconditionally and distributing the second list page 
only when specific distribution conditions have been met as claimed in claim 6 and 20. 

The features identified, in combination with other claim limitations, are neither 
suggested nor discussed by the prior art of record. 
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Contact Information 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHAN S. PARK whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7409. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
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